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Mazel Tov on 

becoming a Bar/Bat 

Mitzvah. Taking on 

a project that uses 

your Jewish 

learning is an 

important step 

towards adulthood.  

You have an opportunity not only to read Torah, but to 

teach Torah. Taking responsibility for teaching others 

with your words and your deeds is a significant part of 

being a Jewish adult. Using Aklim as your Bar/Bat 

Mitzvah project tells your family, friends and 

synagogue that you are engaged in the world and you 

want to make a difference – you want to bring the 

Jewish voice to the fight to save our planet from 

climate change.  

Welcome! 



AKLIM 
 אקלם

What is Aklim? 

Aklim or אקלם is Hebrew for “climate” and we are 

the Jewish response to  שינוי אקלם (shinu’i aklim) 

climate change. Jews have been a part of the 

environmental movement since the 1960’s, 

fighting to save forests, the Arctic, 

and the planet from pollution. 

When climate change finally 

entered into the public square, all 

of the previous works of the Jewish 

environmentalists combined to 

face this much larger, devastating 

threat. Aklim is the Jewish voice in this global 

coalition. 



Being an advocate is 

learning to speak up 

when no one else will. 

Saying you want to solve climate 

change means you want to be an 

advocate. Having a Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

is an opportunity to learn how to 

advocate and to show your passion 

for an issue you believe is important.  



Putting together a project in 

three steps 

Learn 

Choose 

an Area 

Pick A 

Project 

You may know the outlines of climate change, 

but explaining the facts as you learned them 

from your research makes you a teacher. 

Climate change has many different components, 

which is why it is such a complicated issue. Areas 

include clean renewable energy (solar, geothermal); 

saving forests and replanting destroyed lands; 

changing the American diet; cars, trucks, trains, 

planes and ships; getting rid of plastics; efficiency 

first; environmental justice; and homes and lawns. 

There are even more areas, but we have to start 

somewhere. 

There is so much work to be done and you are 

just one person. Greta Thunberg (she is not 

Jewish) chose to stand in front of a government 

building and protest with one sign for a day. 

She tossed a pebble in a pond. You are going to 

toss a pebble in a pond too. There are lots of 

ideas on the next pages. 



Clean Renewable 

Energy 

Plastics 

 

One Week Kitchen 

Challenge 

 

3 R’s Challenge 

Saving Forests 

 

Find a Forest 

 

Efficiency First 

 

Lightbulb Swap 



Transportation 

 

Worst Polluting 

Transport 

Homes & Lawns 

 

Lawns Must Die 

 

Compost Heap 

Environmental Justice 

 

Mapping Powerplants 



Practicing 

Advocacy by 

Example: 

 

Aklim does not 

use fancy 4-color 

glossy booklets or 

coated-paper 

tzedakah boxes. 

These materials 

are made with 

plastic and do not 

degrade in the 

landfill.  

 

This toolkit is 

designed as a pdf 

document. You do 

not have to print it 

out to read it, 

saving paper and 

ink. 

 

When you put 

together your 

project, pull out 

the posterboard or 

the cardboard and 

make your own 

sign, placecards, or 

tzedakah box.  

Register Your Project 

and Ask For Help! 

Send Aklim an email to info@aklim.org  and 

include the following information 

 

Your Name 

 

Your Email Address 

 

Date of your Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

 

Name of your Synagogue and City 

 

Description of your project or a call for help 

 

 

mailto:info@aklim.org?subject=Bar/Bat%20Mitzvah%20Registration
mailto:info@aklim.org?subject=Bar/Bat%20Mitzvah%20registration


Jewish 

Values 

Guardians of Land 

God told us in Gen. 2:15 “to tend and till the 

land.” We are obligated to care for the 

planet. We are 

responsible for 

maintaining the 

health of the land, the 

sea, the air and all its 

creatures. 

 

Do not 

waste; Do 

not destroy 

 

The creation is 

finite, with a 

limited amount of resources 

and processes to maintain the 

balance of our ecosystems.  

Repair the World 

We have polluted the seas, 

ravaged the land, and released 

terrible amounts of carbon into 

the atmosphere. God gifted us 

this creation 

and we 

must fix 

it. 

Justice 

All of us share the burden of 

the pollution and waste 

humankind has created, not 

just the poor and 

underprivileged who cannot 

speak for themselves. 

Bal Tashchit 

Shomrei 

Adamah 

Bal Tashchit 

Mishpat 

Tikkun 

Olam 



What will 

happen if we 

do not act 

In fifty years,  

¤ Our climate will shift 500 miles northward. New York City will 

feel like Arkansas and San Francisco will experience the heat 

waves of Los Angeles. 

¤ We will experience more heat waves, droughts, strong storms, 

and coastal flooding, depending on your local geography. The 

hurricanes will continue to intensify, and tornados will multiply 

and spread. Expect rain bombs and flooding. 

¤ Agriculture will shift northward and marginal lands will become 

unsustainable for herding.  

¤ Cities near bodies of water will flood. 

¤ Desertification will increase in the southwest, spreading in all 

directions.  

¤ Drinking water will become more difficult to secure. 

¤ Immigration from equatorial and semi-equatorial areas of the 

globe will increase. 

¤ Arctic ice will disappear in the summer. 

¤ Commercial fisheries on both coasts will collapse as species 

migrate northward. 



Some climate scientists 

disagree that the planet 

is warming and that 

fossil fuels are the main 

cause. 

Changing from 

fossil fuels to clean 

renewable energy is 

too expensive. 

You have been brain-

washed by politics, 

unethical scientists, 

legislators, and other 

duped citizens. 

False. As of 2015, all climate 

scientists agree that climate 

change is real and climate 

change is human-made. The 

Climate Denial industry hires 

outside scientists, lobbyists, 

and fossil fuel industry 

insiders to pose as climate 

scientists who disagree.   False. Our energy 

infrastructure is 100 years out of 

date and must be updated. (The 

California wildfires were sparked 

by old electricity transmission 

towers of which many were built in 

the 1920’s and 1930’s.) Updating 

our energy sector will be our next 

economy and where all the new jobs 

and new companies will be. 

 False. It’s the opposite. The Climate Denial 

industry, which is funded entirely by fossil fuel 

companies, has spent at least $5 billion dollars (we 

cannot trace how many more dollars) between 2000 

and 2016, trying to convince Americans that 

climate change is not real.  

MYTHS 




